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Euro Sign, carton peinture, 24x24cm, 2025.  



In his exhibition Skulpturen für Bankhallen, 
Alexandre Caretti invites us to take a playful 
and revealing look at the imaginaries that 
tower up around the world of finance.

The model of one of the eponymous banking 
halls glows in the dimmed light. Here, the artist 
has created a miniature of a lobby of the kind 
that appears again and again in the financial 
architecture of the euro-city of Frankfurt. The 
light inside the model leads the eye to the 
large opening at the front and from there 
directs to a mechanised sculpture, a tower 
made of cent coins, which rhythmically rises 
and sinks through an opening in the floor of 
the banking hall.

In combination with the lighting, the humming 
of the rotating motor and its movement, the 
model creates a cinematic impression. It is 
reminiscent of miniatures in which scenes and 
special effects for films are shot in studios.

While these film models are only intended to 
provide a single view from which the Illusion of 
what is depicted is maintained, Alexandre 
Caretti immediately reveals the construction of 
his scenery. His Bankhalle is skilfully cobbled 
together from a windscreen wiper motor, a 
spoon, cardboard boxes, table lamps, old LED 
strips, two table legs and some paint. In this 
way, the sculpture makes the mechanisms of 
its own theatricality tangible.

Visitors not only look into the large, imposing 
opening of the banking hall, but can also open 
up their very own perspectives through joints, 
gaps, holes and cracks.

While the integration of images into a linear, 
filmic narrative often leads to an unambiguity 
that centres the viewer on a certain viewing 
position, the arrangement of objects in 
Skulpturen für Bankhallen" produces a 
continuous surplus of meanings. Here, no 
finished images are moved through the projector, 
but the fragments of possible filmic narratives 
are presented to the visitors for rearrangement.

The pumping pile of cent coins that continuously 
penetrates the banking hall model comments on 
the idea of mostly male, optimised bodies that 
have adapted to the mechanics of high-speed 
capitalism. However, he also sets a trap for 
these capitalist bodies when they plunge through 
the floor of the banking hall in pursuit of money.

The material used, cent coins, is deliberately 
chosen. Each of us deals with them every day, 
they do not stand for great wealth, but for the 
smallest possible form of capitalism, for simpler, 
perhaps more personal dreams, when we carry 
them around with us as lucky cents or throw 
them into the Trevi Fountain, making a wish.

In this way Caretti's installation brings the grand 
architectures and the powerful habitus of the 
bankers back down to an understan dable and 
workable level.

In the exhibition, countless other objects and 
characters can be discovered, and a whole 
menagerie of iconic animals appears with 
which finance bro's" explain the world to 
themselves, from sharks" and eagles" to 
turkeys". They all become part of the 
associative play of Skulpturen für Bankhallen, 
an installation that invites the narration and 
renarration of the stories and images with 
which high finance is represented 
and represents itself.

 Lukas Picard, exhibition text

Skulpturen für Bankhallen is the final exhibition in 
the AIR_Frankfurt  Strasbourg programme 
sponsored by the Cultural Office of the City of 
Frankfurt in cooperation with CEAAC.

Morning Soup (détail), moteur circulaire faisant remuer les 
pièces à l'aide de la cuillère, carton, pièces, tickets à 
gratter, photos, boı̂te d'allumette, 25x25x45cm, 2025.



Vue d'exposition Skulpturen für Bankhallen, Basis e.v. ‑ Frankfurt (DE), 2025.



Guard Dogs, photos, plastic sleeve, 20x14cm, 2025.



Bankhallen, moteur va‑et‑vient, pièces, carton, lumières, 130x100x120cm, 2025.



Offices, led flamme, photos, Tetra Pak, 32x18cm, 2025.





























































https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDunBFpynlE&t=6s&ab_channel=AlexandreC








https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EE-vV27P4TM&t=16s










https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86-lP0Dshek&t=2s&ab_channel=AlexandreC





